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% Gracia Imberton-Deneke (Universidad Auténoma de Chiapas, Mexico)
: Tourism and disputes over space in San Cristobal, Chiapas, Mexico

Tourism has strongly contributed to the processes of spatial and socio-cultural

e s reconfiguration of San Cristobal de Las Casas, in Chiapas, Mexico. Measures taken

by the Mexican government and business entrepreneurs to boost tourism

development at national and local levels became present in San Cristobal since the

i seventies of the XXth century. At that same time, important changes were taking
place in the region: there was a massive arrival of indigenous peasants in the city

caused by the exhaustion of agriculture and political and religious problems in their hamlets. In this

presentation | will introduce the context and dynamics of recent changes in San Cristobal, and discuss how

spaces are now being disputed by different social agents as part of these transformations and rearrangements.
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